
 1 

 
ADVANCED PLACEMENT  

ENGLISH LITERATURE AND COMPOSITION 
 
INTRODUCTORY COMMENT:  
AP English Literature is a senior level course for students who have shown an extraordinary love for and a serious commitment to 

the study of literature. The College Board describes the AP English Literature and Composition course in the following manner:  

An Advanced Placement English course in Literature and Composition should engage students in the careful reading and 

critical analysis of imaginative literature. Through the careful reading of selected texts, students should deepen their understanding of 

the ways writers use language to provide both meaning and pleasure for their readers. As they read, students should consider a 

work's structure, style, and themes, as well as such smaller-scale elements as the use of figurative language, imagery, symbolism, 

and tone. . . . The course should include intensive study of representative works from various genres and periods, concentrating on 

works of recognized literary merit. 

 While reading at a highly critical level is an essential characteristic of the course, the development of the students’ writing 

skills is equally important.  The goal of the writing aspect of this course is to have the students writing on a college level before 

leaving Mountain Lakes High School.  Students are encouraged to take the Advanced Placement exam in May, and the teacher’s 

focus is never far from that goal; however, the main purpose of the course is to prepare students to handle the rigors of college 

reading and writing at the very highest level. 

 With these thoughts in mind, the teacher should be focusing on literary criticism and interpretation of great literature.  That 

focus should include all genres of creative literature, including poetry, novels, plays, and essays from a wide variety of literary periods 

and cultures.  The focus on the written word should highlight the process of writing from the development of the idea through the 

intelligent and careful presentation of a “final draft.” 

 Students will be expected not only to read with a critical eye, and write on a college level, but they will also be expected to 

participate in intelligent class discussions, lead group discussions, present critical analysis of pieces of literature, and use the internet 

and the media center in a way that proves a sophisticated understanding and a facile use of literary research tools. 
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Core Curriculum Content Standard 
 

 
STANDARD 3.1 (READING) – Students will read a variety of literary works with comprehension and critical 
analysis. 
 
Unit I: Essential Question: For each reading students will be expected to delve deeply into the work seeking answers to a 
variety of literary questions. 
 
Examples:  

 For King Lear:  How do the relationships between parents and children vary according to the behavior patterns of each 
person involved?   

 Or the question: Is Gloucester’s lament, “Like flies to wanton boys are we to the gods; they kill us for their sport,” indicative 
of a thought process in today’s world with today’s students? 

 Tie this idea (above) of fate and a seemingly uncontrolled destiny with Oedipus Rex, and the question becomes:  Why has 
fate such a hold on writers, whether in ancient Greece, Elizabethan England, or in the 20th Century with a modern poem like 
“The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock”? 

 In The Inferno:  How does the use of allegory juxtaposed with Greek and Roman mythology create fear as well as 
introspection in the reader? 

 How are symbolism, tone, irony, image, and paradox (as well as other literary terms) used to cause an emotional response in 
the reader in such works as “The Hollow Men,” Song of Solomon, “Goblin Market,” “The Seafarer,” or Amy Lowell’s 
“Patterns”?  

 
Objectives:  Students will be able to: 

 Read intelligently with a specific focus on the methods of literary criticism and interpretation; 

 Sharpen their awareness of literature by understanding and appreciating the particular style of the writer’s language and 

themes;  

 Develop critical standards for the appreciation of any literary work;  
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 Read deliberately, taking care to comprehend a work's richness and complexity; 

 Understand the significance of a work in relation to its historical roots and social values; 

 Explore the structure, meaning, and value of each work and its relationship to their own lives and the world in which they live; 

 Understand appropriate literary concepts and devices, such as pathetic fallacy, dramatic irony, allusions, alliteration, and 

types of figurative language and their effects upon the reader’s emotions and interpretations; 

 Understand how an author’s words and literary structure can have a profound affect upon a reader’s emotional response; 

 Understand and respond to literary criticism. 

 

Topic/Content Skills:  
 
Assessment: Teacher generated tests and quizzes. Interactive Project. Homework. In class and take home essay writing. Oral 

presentations and personal responses. 

Resources: Various texts including all creative and critical genres. Outside literary criticisms by, among others, John Ciardi, 

Harold Bloom, Hardin Craig, John Halperin, Dorothy Sayer, and T.S. Eliot. The instructor has unlimited 

resources. 

Instructional Method:  Lecture. Oral readings. Class discussion.  

Technology Infusion: Internet research for a variety of projects.  

Example: Students choose a work or an author and explore web sites on the World Wide Web for critical analysis of each site. 

NJCCCS: Unit 1:  3.1 

 
 Differentiated Learning Activity: Possible options are at the end of the syllabus. 
 

Ethical Decision Making/ Character Education: 
 Depending on the works used, questions of ethics and character education are abundant. Whether in Hamlet’s search for 
truth and honor, Edmund’s absolute evil in King Lear, or Prufrock’s lament at a wasted life, an instructor of AP English 
Literature and Composition has a vast array of topics for character education. 
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 STANDARD 3.2 (WRITING) – Students will write in clear concise, organized language, that varies in content and 
form for different audiences and purposes. 
 

Objectives:  Students will be able to: 
 

 Develop writing skills through a rigorous program of writing and rewriting; 
 Write for real audiences and purposes, such as college and scholarship applications, business letters and memoranda, and 

marginalia; 

 Write clear, concise, intelligent five to seven paragraph essays with a clear focus upon analyzing a piece of literature or 

answering a specific question related to a piece of literature; 

 Write a literary research paper that synthesizes and cites sources; 
 Respond to an Advanced Placement style question in an intelligent, carefully constructed essay in the appropriate time allotted;  

 Other timed writing assignments. 

Topic/Content Skills:  
 
Assessment: Teacher generated in class and take home essays. Tests and quizzes in written response format.  A successful 

method has been to include a question from the archives of previous AP Literature and Composition tests as in 

class assessment of a student’s understanding of the previous unit’s work. The grade may include a 1-9 score as 

used in the Advanced Placement rubric. (Rubric attached at end of curriculum). 

Example:  The AP question is:  

The meaning of some literary works is often enhanced by sustained allusions to myths, the Bible, or other works of literature.  Select a literary 

work that makes use of such a sustained reference.  Then write a well-organized essay in which you explain the allusion that predominates in the 

work and analyze how it enhances the work’s meaning.  At the end of a unit on The Inferno or Song of Solomon, the in class essay question 
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would change the underlined clause above to read, “In Song of Solomon, show how Morrison uses such sustained references…,” etc. or in 

Dante’s Inferno show how Dante uses such sustained references…,” etc. 

 

Resources: Outside literary criticisms. Examples of student generated essays with scoring 

                     from previous AP examinations. AP scoring rubrics. Peer review.  

Instructional Method:  Lecture. Oral readings. Class discussion. Peer Review. Four to six writing conferences spread 

throughout the school year. 

Tech Infusion: Internet research for a variety of projects. All homework projects are emailed directly to the instructor. Research 

paper. 

Example: Students choose a work or an author and explore web sites on the World Wide Web for critical analysis of each site.  

Students develop a critical question related to a specific author or genre, gather data from the internet, academic 

journals, and local media centers, organize their material, write an outline and final draft that meets the rigorous 

standards of a college level essay, using the format outlined in The Handbook of the Modern Language Association, 

and present it on the due date to the instructor.  

NJCCCS: Unit 1:  3.2: 

Differentiated Learning Activity: Possible options are at the end of the syllabus. 

 
Ethical Decision Making/ Character Education: 

  
In assigned writing, students should have an opportunity to respond to the literature and class discussions on an 
emotional and personal level while maintaining the highest standards of formal written English. 

 

 STANDARD 3.3 (SPEAKING) – Students will speak for a variety of real purposes and audiences. 
 
Objectives:  Students will be able to: 
 

 Identify the elements of debate; 
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 Prepare for and participate in structured debates and panel discussions; 

 Present an extemporaneous speech; 

 Demonstrate interview skills in real-life situations, such as college admissions, or employment. 

 Prepare a memorized presentation from a play or poem and present it to the class; 

 Express themselves clearly and persuasively; 

 Demonstrate poise and ease in speaking including confident body language and eye contact with the audience; 

 Demonstrate critical thinking during the process of speaking; 

Resources: Video excerpts of great speeches, microphone and podium for public speaking, recording equipment for analysis of 

students’ own speeches. 

Instructional Method:  Lecture. Oral readings. Class discussion. Peer Review. Three to five presentations spread throughout 

the school year. These could include a memorized speech from one of Shakespeare’s plays, a segment from a novel or essay, or 

a poem chosen by the student, either read or presented from memory with a critical analysis presented in a manner which 

conveys meaning and elicits emotional responses from the audience. 

Technology Infusion: Movies. Oral readings by professional actors or poets reading and discussing the process of creating that 

work. 

Example:  

 A student may read a segment from Wordsworth’s The Prelude and discuss the idea of romantic vision and a love of nature. 

 A student recites a passage from King Lear (Edmund’s “…stand up for bastards!” speech) and analyzes for the audience 

Edmund’s rationality for his evil behavior. 

  

NJCCCS: Unit 1:  3.3 

Differentiated Learning Activity: Possible options are at the end of the syllabus. 

 
Ethical Decision Making/ Character Education: 
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In assigned oral presentations, students (the audience) should have an opportunity to respond to the literature and class 
discussions on an emotional and personal level while the speaker makes his or her presentation with a level of comfort 
and confidence. 

 

STANDARD 3.4 (LISTENING) – Students will listen actively in a variety of situations to (garner) information from a 
variety of sources. 
 

Objectives:  Students will be able to: 
 

 Demonstrate comprehension of, and appropriate listener response to idea in a persuasive speech, oral interpretation of a 

literary selection, and in-class lecture on a particular subject; 

 Evaluate the credibility of the speaker and the information presented; 

 Evaluate the media technique and the message. 

 Demonstrate critical thinking skills and processes; 

 Lead and participate in debates and panel discussions; 

 Present oral interpretations of literature; 

 Attend to each other’s ideas. 

Resources:  

Instructional Method:  Lecture. Oral readings. Class discussion. Peer Review.  

Tech Infusion: Movies. Oral readings by professional actors or poets reading and discussing their own works and the process of 

creating the work. 

Example:  

 Students as the audience must remain respectful and focused on the reader no matter the level of the presentation; 

 Students in the audience must be prepared to analyze, discuss, and challenge the speaker as the situation dictates. 

  

NJCCCS: Unit 1:  3.4 
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Differentiated Learning Activity: Possible options are at the end of the syllabus. 

 
Ethical Decision Making/ Character Education: 

  
In assigned presentations, students (audience) should have an opportunity to respond to the literature and class 
discussions on an emotional and personal level while presenting a feeling of comfort and confidence. 
 

STANDARD 3.5 (TECHNOLOGY) Students will view, understand, and use nontextual visual information. 
 

  Objectives:  Students will be able to: 
 

 Solve problems using multimedia technology and be able to browse, annotate, link, and elaborate on information in a 

multimedia database; 

 Use the internet and World Wide Web in a manner that suggests an understanding of what sites are academically valid and 

useful to the researcher. 

 Use word processing programs; 

 Maintain a digital portfolio throughout the year which resides in the instructor’s database; 

 Demonstrate the ability to access information. 

Resources:  

Instructional Method:  Lecture. Use of the media center and Director of the center;  Class discussion. Peer Review. Email 

essays directly to the instructor. 

Tech Infusion: World Wide Web; media centers, both at the high school and local community and college centers. Oral readings 

(via audio or visual sources) by professional actors or poets reading and discussing their own works and the process of creating 

the work. Film, including dramatic presentations such as a scene from Chekhov, Tennessee Williams, or Shakespeare.  The 

teacher has a wide range of personal choices here. Also, examples of art work, musical compositions, architecture from any 

period found appropriate by the teacher. In some cases a faculty member from the Art or Music Department could be persuaded 

to explain the significance of a particular work. 
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NJCCCS: Unit 1:  3.5 

Differentiated Learning Activity: Possible options are at the end of the syllabus. 

 
Ethical Decision Making/ Character Education: 

  
In assigned technology projects, students should have an opportunity to respond to the presentations on an emotional 

and personal level while presenting a feeling of comfort and confidence.   

 

Completed: 1 August 2006 
 
AP LITERATURE AND COMPOSITION – GRADE 12 – 
 
Text References:  Note:  In order to prepare students for both the Advanced Placement examination in May and college level 

reading and writing, the readings should include those works that have “stood the test of time” as well as contemporary pieces which 

have proven to demonstrate richness in texture and tone. Works should also represent varied periods, styles, and genres from the 

ancient Greek through contemporary American and World Literature The teacher has great latitude in his or her choice of readings, 

but an eye should always be upon the College Board’s suggested reading list. The teacher should refer periodically to the AP 

Program Course Description booklet for Literature and Composition. 

Below is a comprehensive yet not all-inclusive list of possible works available to the teacher. Those with an asterisk have been used 

with great success over the past few years. 

Those with two asterisks have been successful for summer reading. 

 
NOVELS  
 
Barth, John. The Floating Opera, The End of the Road, The Sot Weed Factor. 
Bellow, Saul. Herzog, Henderson,  The Rain King. 
Buck, Pearl. The Good Earth.  
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Cather, Willa. Death Comes for the Archbishop.* 
Conrad, Joseph. Heart of Darkness. * 
De Lillo, Dom.  White Noise.  
Dostoyevsky, Feodor. Crime and Punishment, *   The Brothers Karamozov. * 
Dreiser, Theodore.  Sister Carrie**,   An American Tragedy.  
Ellison, Ralph.  Invisible Man** 
Faulkner, William. The Sound and the Fury *, Light in August. 
Fitzgerald, F. Scott.  This Side of Paradise,   Tender is the Night  
Grau, Shirley Ann. The Keepers of the House. 
Hardy, Thomas. Tess of the D’Urbervilles,   The Mayor of Casterbridge. 
Hawthorne, Nathaniel. The House of Seven Gables. 
Hemingway, Ernest.  The Sun Also Rises, For Whom the Bell Tolls. 
Hersey, John. A Bell for Adano. 
Howells, William Dean. The Rise of Silas Lapham. 
Hum-Ishu-Ma. Cogewea,   The Half-Blood. 
Hurston, Zora Neale. Their Eyes Were Watching God. * 
Jackson, Helen Marie Hunt. Ramona. 
James, Henry. Daisy Miller, The American, Portrait of a Lady. 
Johnston, Mary: To Have and To Hold. 
Joyce, James.  Ulysses,   A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man* 
Lewis, Sinclair. Main Street,    Babbitt. 
McCarthy, Cormac. All the Pretty Horses. * 
McCullers, Carson: The Heart is a Lonely Hunter. 
Melville, Herman.  Moby Dick. 
Morrison, Toni. Song of Solomon*, Beloved. 
Norris, Frank. The Octopus,   The Pit. 
O’Brien, Tim.  The Things They Carried. *  
Phelps, Elizabeth Stuart.  The Silent Partner. 
Porter, Katherine Anne: Ship of Fools. 
Rand, Ayn. The Fountainhead, Atlas Shrugged. 
Sherwood: Winesburg, Ohio. 
SIlko, Leslie Marmon, Ceremony 
Sinclair, Upton. The Jungle. 
Steinbeck, John. The Grapes of Wrath,   Tortilla Flat,  Cannery Row. 
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Tarkington, Boothe. The Magnificent  Amberson. 
Tolstoi, Leo. Anna Karenina. 
Walker, Alice. Meridian 
Welty, Eudora. The Optimist’s Daughter. 
Wharton, Edith. Summer. 
Wilder, Thorton. The Bridge of San Luis Rey. 
Wilson, Harriet E. Our Nig. 
Woolf, Virginia, To the Lighthouse 
Wright, Richard. Black Boy,   The Outsider (‘53). 
 
ANTHOLOGIES 
 
Heath Introduction to Fiction.  Ed. John J. Clayton. 
Literature:  An Introduction to Reading and Writing.  Eds. Edgar V. Roberts and Henry E. Jacobs. 
 
 
 
POETS and poetry: 
 

• Dante –The Divine Comedy: The Inferno* 

•  Selected works from Old- English poetry. * 

• Shakespeare – sonnets* 

• 17th and 18th Century: John Donne, George Herbert, John Milton, Ben Jonson* 

• William Blake 

• Selected works of the great romantics:  Samuel Taylor Coleridge, William Wordsworth, Percy Shelley, John Keats, or Lord 

Byron; 

• The Victorians, including: Robert Browning, Elizabeth Barrett Browning, Thomas Hardy, Alfred Tennyson, Christina Rossetti*, 

Mathew Arnold, A. E. Housman*, William Butler Yeats, Dylan Thomas;  

• Early American poets especially Walt Whitman* Emily Dickinson*, Stephen Crane*, et. al.  

• 20th century poets: e.e. cummings*, Sylvia Plath*, Lawrence Ferlinghetti*, T. S. Eliot*, W. H. Auden* ---  including British and 

American* 
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SHORT STORY WRITERS: There are literally hundreds… the list below includes a sampling of suggested reading: 

• William Faulkner, Joseph Conrad, D. H. Lawrence, Edith Wharton, Katherine Mansfield, Virginia Woolf, John Barth, James 

Joyce, Saki, E. M. Forster, Angus Wilson; Mark Twain, Ambrose Bierce, Jack London and the other American naturalists and 

realists*.  Also, Hemingway, Katherine Anne Porter, Eudora Welty, Zora Neale Hurston, Kate Chopin, etc. 

• European writers: Chekhov*, Dostoyevsky, Turgenev, Balzac, deMaupassant*, Kafka*, Gogol,  

• Writer of significant religious/philosophic influences: Hillaire Belloc, Saul Bellow,  A.J. Cronin, C.S. Lewis, Bernard Malamud*, 

Somerset Maugham, Cynthia Ozick, et.al. 

• A few others: Joyce Carol Oates, Alice Walker, Nadine Gordimer, Tim O’Brien, et.al. 

 

DRAMA 
 

• The entire scope of Greek Drama:  Aristophanes, Sophocles, Euripides, Aeschylus Oedipus Rex** 

•   A Winter’s Tale**, Twelfth Night**, King Lear*,  Hamlet*, Much Ado About Nothing*. Other than those works taught in the other 

grade levels, all Shakespeare’s plays are available to the teacher 

•  American plays from writers such as Williams*, Miller, Albee, O’Niell*, etc. 

•  Teachers may include the great European and British playwrights as well, including Chekhov, Ibsen, and Stoppard, O’Neill, 

and Albee.   

The unit breakdowns would be determined by the text in question. For the Advanced Placement syllabus, it seems more 

constructive to format this by Core Curriculum Content Standards.   

 

Sample reading list for a year: 

 

Summer reading:  
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 Invisible Man 

 The Winter’s Tale 

 Twelfth Night 

 Oedipus Rex 

 

First semester: 

 Aristotle’s Poetics 

 Hamlet 

 The Inferno 

 Crime and Punishment 

 Song of Solomon 

 Two outside novels from the reading list provided chosen by the students. 

Assorted poetry:  

 “Goblin Market” 

 “The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock” 

 “When Lilacs Last in the Dooryard Bloom’d” and 

    Whitman’s Civil War poetry 

 “The Seafarer” and “The Wayfarer” 

 poetry of the Romantics and Victorians 

 other contemporary poems 

 One AP Literature and Composition timed practice test (two days for test, two for review) 

Approximately 10 at home essays, five in class essays, and five major tests. Quizzes, oral reports, presentations -- vary. 

Second Semester: 

 King Lear 
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 Realist and naturalist writers including short stories from the American, English, and European canon, such as Balzac, Bierce, 

Dreiser, de Maupassant, Flaubert, London, , et. al.; 

 All the Pretty Horses; 

 Long Day’s Journey into Night; 

 Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf ,  The Zoo Story; 

 Assorted poetry; 

 Major literary research paper; 

 One additional outside reading plus the major author for the research project; 

 One AP Literature and Composition timed practice test (two days for test, two for review); 

 An additional test for students taking the test with private consultation to review answers and analyze procedure; 

Approximately 8 at home essays, five in class essays, and five major tests. quizzes, oral reports, presentations -- vary. 

 

As noted above, the instructor has a wide range of resources and a variety of paths to accomplish the same goal.  Listed above is 

only a guide.  The guiding light is great literature, controlled and clearly defined essays, and vibrant, lively discussion.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 


