
 1 

1 
ENGLISH 12  HONORS: HUMANITIES 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
English 12-Humanities is a language arts program in which students are expected to read, write, speak and listen at an advanced level. Students in this class will 
examine world literature through intensive study of several representative works from various genres and periods, and through extensive writing experiences.  
The humanities program will provide students with the opportunity to consider how authors throughout the centuries have played with language to record and 
create imaginative, intellectual, and emotional experiences.  They will have the opportunity to recognize that while readers create their works in the context of 
particular times and places, their works are often a response to or reaction to texts that preceded their own. They should see, then, that all writing is part of what 
Ken Burke, an American critic, has called an “unending conversation,” one that allows each writer to test the resources and limitations inherent in language.  
 
As the course is intended for advanced students who have elected to and have been recommended for the honors program, a particular focus should include the 
study of effective composition writing, a strong background in grammar, an advanced style of sentence patterns, a strong vocabulary, and listening and speaking 
skills, which indicate an advanced level of critical thinking. Each of these skills meets both the district’s long-range goals and the National Core Content 
Standards. 
 
Students will be evaluated with a variety of assessment strategies.  Tests, quizzes, in-class and at-home essay writing, oral presentations, panel discussions, peer 
review, classroom organization, and a major literary project are essential aspects of the assessment process. 
 
ENGLISH 12 CORE WORKS 

Shakespeare, Hamlet 
Kafka, “The Metamorphosis” 
Camus, The Stranger 
Russian Writers / Chekhov (short stories / plays) 
O’Brien, The Things They Carried 
Remarque, All Quiet on the Western Front 
Sophocles, Antigone AND Oedipus 
World Poetry selections 
Alighieri, The Inferno  
Morrison, Bluest Eye OR Beloved 

 
GRADE 12 ESSENTIAL WRITING OUTCOMES (GOAL = 2 PER MARKING PERIOD): 
Focused writing instruction and practice is essential to the English classroom.  Students will write in different forms and for a variety of purposes.  
Students will write in-class timed compositions as well as longer, formal compositions.  Formal student writing must conform to MLA guidelines 
for format, style, citation, and documentation.  Formal out-of class and in-class writing will include: 

• Persuasive Writing 
• Expository Writing  
• Literary Analysis 
• Personal Narrative (including College Essay) 
• Formal Literary Research Paper of sophisticated literary analysis drawing upon multiple sources with emphasis on refined style and 

mastery of citation, documentation, and management of embedded quotations (8-10 pages) 
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REVISED: 2011 
 
UNIT I: War 
 
CORE TEXT(S): 

• All Quiet on the Western Front-Remarque 
• The Things They Carried-O’Brien 

 
ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS:  

• What makes a collection of war novels, poems, and short story readings from various countries, cultures, and time periods 
relate to one another and share common themes?  

• How are all soldiers brothers?  
• Is war inevitable or manmade? 
• What natural/societal/political forces must the individual soldier face? 
• What form of opposition do these forces take? 
• What internal and external conflicts confront the soldier?  How are they resolved, if at all? 
• How does the soldier maintain his dignity and humanity? 
• Does the soldier receive any help from others in his/her struggle? 

 
   

 
OBJECTIVES:  STUDENTS WILL BE ABLE TO: 

• Read critically, ask pertinent questions about what they read, recognize assumptions and implications, and evaluate ideas 
presented by the writer.(despite the different presentations, how is each work an anti-war novel?)  

• Read a literary text analytically, seeing relationships between form and content. (Remarque’s terrible beauty during war.)  
• Draw conclusions about themes of a work, appraising them and speculating independently on related ideas between various 

works.  
• Recognize the main ideas and purposes and explain inferences about an author’s intentions, and in particular, the anti-war 

movement.  
• Describe how language contributes both literally and figuratively to the meaning of the work. (Heller’s use of sarcasm, irony, 

and dark humor.)  
• Evaluate the value and validity of a writer’s message in relation to its historical, social, or cultural context.  
• Value literature as an imaginative representation of truth as reality. (In particular trench warfare in Remarque’s novel and 

guerilla war tactics found in O’Brien’s novel, world poets view of war.)  
• Apply the process, in writing and speech, by which a generalization may be made only when it is supported by specifics.  
• Exercise the art of writing logically and coherently through journal responses to excerpts from the literature.  
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• Demonstrate a solid command of grammar, mechanics, and usage in all written work. Use phrases, clauses, and sentence 
combining techniques to vary constructions effectively in written assignments. (Essays and short response tests)  

• Use correct parenthetical documentation, and correct form for paraphrases and direct quotations. (Take home essays and in-
class essays.)  

 
 
TOPIC/CONTENT SKILLS: 

• Reading Literature: RL.11-12.1-10 
• Reading Informational Text: RI.11-12.1-6, 10 
• Writing: W.11-12.1-10 
• Speaking and Listening: SP.11-12.1-6 
• Language: L.11-12.1-6 

 
ASSESSMENT:  

• Teacher generated tests and quizzes. Homework. In-class and take home essays. (Ex.1.  Define courage, loyalty, and honor 
through specific soldiers found in the literature. What is the author’s intent or interpretation?  2. Through specific example, 
examine the author’s language in the novel.  How are his tone and mood exhibited in the work?)  Oral presentation, PPT,  and 
classroom debate about the possible causes of war. 

 
Sample Assessments and Activities: 
 
Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the 
text, including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain. RL.11-12.1. 
 
Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop and relate elements of a story or drama (e.g., where a story is 
set, how the action is ordered, how the characters are introduced and developed. RL.11-12.3. 
 
Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze their development over the course of the text, including how 
they interact and build on one another to produce a complex account; provide an objective summary of the text. RL.11-12.2. 
 
Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text in which the rhetoric is particularly effective, analyzing how style and 
content contribute to the power, persuasiveness or beauty of the text. RI.11-12.6. 
 
Analyze multiple interpretations of a story, drama, or poem (e.g., recorded or live production of a play or recorded novel or 
poetry), evaluating how each version interprets the source text. RL.11-12.7. 
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Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question) or solve a 
problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating 
understanding of the subject under investigation W.11-12.7. 
 
Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a 
day or two) for a range of tasks and purposes. W.11-12.10. 
 
Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. W.11-12.9. 

 
RESOURCES AND ADDITIONAL TEXTS: 
Fiction 

• Catch 22. Joseph Heller 
• A Farewell to Arms. Ernest Hemingway 

 
Web Resources: Internet research on government policies, geography, war poets and poetry.  Possible Inquiry Based Project from the 
research.   

• Tunnel Rats and Vietnam: http://www.historywarsweapons.com/tunnel-rats-in-vietnam/ 
• Tim O’Brien: http://www.illyria.com/tobhp.html 
• Erich Remarque: http://www.firstworldwar.com/poetsandprose/remarque.htm 
• WWI war poetry: http://www.warpoetry.co.uk/ 
• Trench warfare: http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/604210/trench-warfare 

Poetry 
• “Suicide in the  Trenches” (Siegfried Sassoon) 
• “Counter-Attack” (Siegfried Sassoon) 
• “The Old Huntsman” (Siegfried Sassoon) 
• “Dreamers” (Siegfried Sassoon) 
• “The Daffodil Murderer” (Siegfried Sassoon) 

Video/CD of texts. 
 
 
INSTRUCTIONAL METHOD 

• Lecture. Oral readings. Class discussion. Journal responses after reading the war poetry of World War I and II. Possible 
interview of a war veteran from within the community. 

 
TECH INFUSION 
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• Technology has been infused throughout the curriculum unit.  This unit includes a variety of Web resources to be used by 
students and instructors throughout the study. Smartboard technology will be used for display and active demonstration of 
content and student learning.  Workspaces are actively used as discussion areas, avenues of communication, and resource 
repositories.  Student outcomes and demonstrations of learning will often require sophisticated use of media technologies. 

 
COMMON CORE STATE STANDARDS 
 
  
 
ETHICAL DECISION MAKING / CHARACTER EDUCATION:  

• Are humans inherently good or evil?  What causes individuals to commit evil acts?  Good acts? 
 
21ST CENTURY SKILLS: 

• Creativity and Innovation: Students will develop, implement and communicate new ideas to others effectively.  Students will 
be open and responsive to new and diverse perspectives; incorporate group input and feedback into the work; demonstrate 
originality and inventiveness in work and understand the real world limits to adopting new ideas 

• Critical Thinking and Problem Solving:  Students will use reasoning to develop and support arguments.  Students will consider 
and evaluate alternative points of view.  Students will interpret information (written and verbal). 

• Communication and Collaboration:  Students will work together to communication ideas effectively and listen to the ideas and 
opinions of others.   Students will communication (verbally and in writing) for a variety of purposes. 

• ICT Skills:  Students will access and evaluate a variety of media and critically consider message, medium, and purpose. 
 
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
 
 
UNIT II:  Existentialism 
 
CORE TEXTS       

• The Metamorphosis-Kafka* 
• The Stranger, Albert Camus  

 
 
ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS:  
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• How does the way we construct our interaction with society affect our ability to feel happiness?   
• What economic and social factors shape our sense of identity?  
• What role do social class and/or race play in the novel? 
• How important are familial relationships to one’s self esteem or development? 
• How does the writer use of symbolism, allusion, and metaphor communicate meaning? 
• Define isolation.  Can one choose to isolate oneself from others?  If so, why would he do so? 
• What relationship exists between the existentialist theme and the medium (language) of these selections?  
• How have these writers reshaped the objects and objectives of earlier writers? Of future writers? 
 

 
OBJECTIVES:  STUDENTS WILL BE ABLE TO: 

• Understand literature and be able to use elements of fiction to analyze various readings, including plays and short stories, in 
particular Sartre’s No Exit. 

• Demonstrate an understanding of relationships between contemporary writing and literary traditions that were broken by the 
existentialists.  

• Analyze how the works of a given period reflect historical events and social conditions. (Note the time of the movement; is it 
coincidental it was after a major world war?)  

• Understand the effect of literary devices language on the reader’s emotions and interpretation. (Kafka’s Gregor Samsa; Camus’ 
Meursault)  

• Demonstrate an understanding of the range of literary forms and content that elicit aesthetic response.  
• Demonstrate vocabulary development by incorporating new vocabulary in writing and speech. (including foreign words)  
• Exercise the art of writing logically and coherently through journal responses to excerpts from the literature.  
• Demonstrate a solid command of grammar, mechanics, and usage in all written work. Use phrases, clauses, and sentence 

combining techniques to vary constructions effectively in written assignments. (Essays and short response tests)  
• Use correct parenthetical documentation, and correct form for paraphrases and direct quotations. (Take home essays and in-

class essays.)  
 
TOPIC/CONTENT SKILLS: 

• Reading Literature: RL.11-12.1-10 
• Reading Informational Text: RI.11-12.1-6, 10 
• Writing: W.11-12.1-10 
• Speaking and Listening: SP.11-12.1-6 
• Language: L.11-12.1-6 

 
ASSESSMENT:  
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• Teacher generated tests and quizzes. Journal Responses. Homework. In-class and take-home essay writing. Oral presentation. 
 

Sample Assessments and Activities: 

Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop and relate elements of a story or drama (e.g., where a story is 
set, how the action is ordered, how the characters are introduced and developed). RL.11-12.3. 

Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure specific parts of a text (e.g., the choice of where to begin or end a 
story, the choice to provide a comedic or tragic resolution) contribute to its overall structure and meaning as well as its aesthetic 
impact. RL.11-12.5. 

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze 
the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including words with multiple meanings or language that is particularly 
fresh, engaging, or beautiful. (Include Shakespeare as well as other authors.) RL.11-12.4. 
 
Analyze a case in which grasping a point of view requires distinguishing what is directly stated in a text from what is really meant 
(e.g., satire, sarcasm, irony, or understatement). RL.11-12.6. 
Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and information clearly and accurately 
through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content. W.11-12.2. 
 
Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a 
day or two) for a range of tasks and purposes. W.11-12.10 
 
Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. W.11-12.9 

 
RESOURCES AND ADDITIONAL TEXTS: 
 
Drama and Fiction  

•  “The Guest.” Albert Camus 
• No Exit, “The Wall,” “The Myth of Sysiphus.”  Sartre 

Web  
• Franz Kafka Biographical Introduction: http://www.kafka-franz.com/kafka-Biography.htm 
• “A Primer on Existentialism.” Gordon Bigelow. http://www.bookteacher.org/a_primer_of_existentialism.htm 
• Summary of Some Main Points from Sartre's Existentialism and Human Emotions: 

http://www.anselm.edu/homepage/dbanach/sartreol.htm 
• Existential Art: http://public.wsu.edu/~delahoyd/20th/existential.html 
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• Existential Primer: Albert Camus—Documenting the Absurdities of War and Peace: 
http://www.tameri.com/csw/exist/camus.shtml 

 
 
INSTRUCTIONAL METHOD 

• Lecture and notes, PPT presentation, texts, artwork, role-playing, oral interpretation. 
 

TECH INFUSION 
• Technology has been infused throughout the curriculum unit.  This unit includes a variety of Web resources to be used by 

students and instructors throughout the study. Smartboard technology will be used for display and active demonstration of 
content and student learning.  Workspaces are actively used as discussion areas, avenues of communication, and resource 
repositories.  Student outcomes and demonstrations of learning will often require sophisticated use of media technologies. 

 
COMMON CORE STATE STANDARDS 
 
  

 
 
 

 
ETHICAL DECISION MAKING / CHARACTER EDUCATION:    

• What are the possible consequences of an existentialist world-view? 
 
21ST CENTURY SKILLS: 

• Creativity and Innovation: Students will develop, implement and communicate new ideas to others effectively.  Students will 
be open and responsive to new and diverse perspectives; incorporate group input and feedback into the work; demonstrate 
originality and inventiveness in work and understand the real world limits to adopting new ideas 

• Critical Thinking and Problem Solving:  Students will use reasoning to develop and support arguments.  Students will consider 
and evaluate alternative points of view.  Students will interpret information (written and verbal). 

• Communication and Collaboration:  Students will work together to communication ideas effectively and listen to the ideas and 
opinions of others.   Students will communication (verbally and in writing) for a variety of purposes. 

• ICT Skills:  Students will access and evaluate a variety of media and critically consider message, medium, and purpose. 
 
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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UNIT III: Mythology and Christianity in Literature 
 
CORE TEXTS: 

• The Inferno- Alighieri  
• Oedipus the King-Sophocles 
• Antigone-Sophocles 

 
ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS:   

• How do our beliefs influence the choices we make and our interactions with each other?   
• How does an individual know which is more important:  responsibility to family, society, humanity, or faith? 
• What happens when an individual disagrees with decisions made by his/her ruler?  (Antigone and young Oedipus in 

particular.) 
• Can ambition be a bad thing? 
• What happens to people who are so sure they are right? 
• How does envy affect and individual’s relationship with others?  (And Dante’s view of this?) 
• What allegiance does one owe his/her king or leader?   And to his/her faith? 

 
OBJECTIVES:  STUDENTS WILL BE ABLE TO: 

• Read critically, ask pertinent questions about what they read, recognize assumptions and implications, and evaluate ideas. (You 
must refer to your notes on the life of Alighieri, Sophocles, and Caesar.) 

• Read a literary text analytically, seeing relationships between form and content. (Note the authors’ adherence to form)  
• Draw conclusions about themes of a work, appraising them and speculating independently on related ideas.  
• Describe how language contributes both literally and figuratively to the meaning of the work.  
• Evaluate the value and validity of a writer’s message in relation to its historical, social, or cultural context.  (This includes the 

religious beliefs of the time period and/or the writer.)  
• Value literature as an imaginative representation of truth as reality. (Why is it relevant that the audience knew the story line of 

Greek plays?) .)  
• Analyze content and literary devices of art and literature.  (In particular the poetic format of The Inferno and Sophocles 

astounding changes to classic Greek play format.)  
• Identify key Biblical and mythological allusions and explain why writers use them to enrich their work.  (Note the creatures 

found in The Inferno-are they punished?)  
• Apply the process, in writing and speech, by which a generalization may be made only when it is supported by specifics. 

(Notice the speech patterns of the Greek citizens-are notable differences within the classes apparent?)  
• Demonstrate vocabulary development by incorporating new vocabulary in writing and speech. (including foreign words)  
• Exercise the art of writing logically and coherently through journal responses to excerpts from the literature.  
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• Demonstrate a solid command of grammar, mechanics, and usage in all written work. Use phrases, clauses, and sentence 
combining techniques to vary constructions effectively in written assignments. (Essays and short response tests)  

• Use correct parenthetical documentation, and correct form for paraphrases and direct quotations. (Take home essays and in-
class essays.)  

 
 
 
TOPIC/CONTENT SKILLS: 

• Reading Literature: RL.11-12.1-10 
• Reading Informational Text: RI.11-12.1-6, 10 
• Writing: W.11-12.1-10 
• Speaking and Listening: SP.11-12.1-6 
• Language: L.11-12.1-6 

 
 
ASSESSMENT:  

• Teacher made quizzes and test, journal response, write your own lament, IBP/essay/presentation 
 

Sample Assessments and Activities: 
Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from 
the text, including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain. RL.11-12.1 
 
Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop and relate elements of a story or drama (e.g., where a 
story is set, how the action is ordered, how the characters are introduced and developed. RL.11-12.3. 
 
Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze their development over the course of the text, including 
how they interact and build on one another to produce a complex account; provide an objective summary of the text. RL.11-
12.2. 
 
Analyze multiple interpretations of a story, drama, or poem (e.g., recorded or live production of a play or recorded novel or 
poetry), evaluating how each version interprets the source text. RL.11-12.7. 
 
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including figurative and connotative meanings; 
analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including words with multiple meanings or language that is 
particularly fresh, engaging, or beautiful. RL.11-12.4. 
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Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question) or solve a 
problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating 
understanding of the subject under investigation. W.11-12.7. 
 
Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and information clearly and accurately 
through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content. W.11-12.2. 
 
Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting 
or a day or two) for a range of tasks and purposes. W.11-12.10. 
 
Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. W.11-12.9. 

 
RESOURCES AND ADDITIONAL TEXTS: 
Web Resources: Internet for research about Dante’s poetry and life, artists inspired by his work, Greek and Roman mythology, Web 
Quest. 

• Artwork and The Inferno: dore.artpassions.net/  
• Boccaccio and Dante:  http://www.jstor.org/stable/478626 
• Seven Deadly Sins: http://variant.tierranet.com/misc/seven_deadly_sins.html 
• Dante Test-Which Circle?:  http://www.4degreez.com/misc/dante-inferno-test.mv 
• The Greek Theater and Three Athenian Tragedies: http://www.watson.org/~leigh/drama.html 
• Greek Myth Index: Oedipus:  http://www.mythindex.com/greek-mythology/O/Oedipus.html 
• DanteWorlds from the University of Texas at Austin: http://danteworlds.laits.utexas.edu/ 
• Virtual Tour of Dante’s Hell: http://foxtwin.com/inferno/ 
• The World of Dante: http://www.worldofdante.org/gallery_dore.html 

 
 
INSTRUCTIONAL METHOD 

• Lecture and notes, PPT presentation, texts, artwork, role-playing, oral interpretation. 
 

TECH INFUSION 
• Technology has been infused throughout the curriculum unit.  This unit includes a variety of Web resources to be used by 

students and instructors throughout the study. Smartboard technology will be used for display and active demonstration of 
content and student learning.  Workspaces are actively used as discussion areas, avenues of communication, and resource 
repositories.  Student outcomes and demonstrations of learning will often require sophisticated use of media technologies. 

 
COMMON CORE STATE STANDARDS 
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ETHICAL DECISION MAKING:  
• What are the sources and definitions of morality and justice?  What is power and what influence does it have on society? 

 
 
21ST CENTURY SKILLS: 

• Creativity and Innovation: Students will develop, implement and communicate new ideas to others effectively.  Students will 
be open and responsive to new and diverse perspectives; incorporate group input and feedback into the work; demonstrate 
originality and inventiveness in work and understand the real world limits to adopting new ideas 

• Critical Thinking and Problem Solving:  Students will use reasoning to develop and support arguments.  Students will consider 
and evaluate alternative points of view.  Students will interpret information (written and verbal). 

• Communication and Collaboration:  Students will work together to communication ideas effectively and listen to the ideas and 
opinions of others.   Students will communication (verbally and in writing) for a variety of purposes. 

• ICT Skills:  Students will access and evaluate a variety of media and critically consider message, medium, and purpose. 
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
 
UNIT IV:  The Russian Writers 
 
CORE TEXT:          

• Short stories and plays of Anton Chekhov* 
•  

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS:  
• How does the notion of free will impact our notion of justice? 
• Is punishment redemptive?  Retributive?  Vengeful?  Rehabilitating?  
• How has Chekhov’s “slice of life” writing style influenced Western writers?   
 

 
OBJECTIVES: STUDENTS WILL BE ABLE TO: 

• Draw conclusions about themes of a work, appraising them and speculating independently on related ideas.  (You must take 
into account pre and post-revolution time periods in each work studied) .  
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• Recognize the main ideas and purposes and explain inferences about an author’s intentions. .  
• Describe how language contributes both literally and figuratively to the meaning of the work. (In particular words that pertain 

to specific time periods or do not translate.)  
• Analyze a text within a theoretical context; .  
• Evaluate the value and validity of a writer’s message in relation to its historical, social, or cultural context.  (i.e.-the clash of 

movements within a caste system Tolstoy or government control Dostoevsky)  
• Read a literary text analytically, seeing relationships between form and content. (In particular Crime and Punishment)  
• Describe how language contributes both literally and figuratively to the meaning of the work. (Note the language of the 

characters – the division between the classes.  The role of religion.) .  
• Analyze content and literary devices of film, art, and literature .  
• Demonstrate vocabulary development by incorporating new vocabulary in writing and speech. (including foreign words)  
• Exercise the art of writing logically and coherently through journal responses to excerpts from the literature.  
• Demonstrate a solid command of grammar, mechanics, and usage in all written work. Use phrases, clauses, and sentence 

combining techniques to vary constructions effectively in written assignments. (Essays and short response tests)  
• Use correct parenthetical documentation, and correct form for paraphrases and direct quotations. (Take home essays and in-

class essays.)  
      
TOPIC/CONTENT SKILLS: 

• Reading Literature: RL.11-12.1-10 
• Reading Informational Text: RI.11-12.1-6, 10 
• Writing: W.11-12.1-10 
• Speaking and Listening: SP.11-12.1-6 
• Language: L.11-12.1-6 

 
ASSESSMENT: 

• Tests, essays based on essential questions applied to each work, debate or mock trial, (you must use characters taken from the 
studied literature) journal responses predicting outcome. 

 
Sample Assessments and Activities: 
Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze their development over the course of the text, including 
how they interact and build on one another to produce a complex account; provide an objective summary of the text. RL.11-
12.2. 
 
Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text in which the rhetoric is particularly effective, analyzing how style and 
content contribute to the power, persuasiveness or beauty of the text. RI.11-12.6. 
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Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from 
the text, including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain RI.11-12.1. 
 
Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze their development over the course of the text, including 
how they interact and build on one another to produce a complex account; provide an objective summary of the text. RL.11-
12.2. 
 
Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop and relate elements of a story or drama (e.g., where a 
story is set, how the action is ordered, how the characters are introduced and developed RL.11-12.3. 
 
Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and information clearly and accurately 
through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content. W.11-12.2. 
 
Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting 
or a day or two) for a range of tasks and purposes. W.11-12.10. 
Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. W.11-12.9. 

 
 
RESOURCES AND ADDITIONAL TEXTS: 

• Crime and Punishment-Dostoevsky 
• Anna Karenina-Tolstoy 
• “How Much Land Does a Man Need?” Tolstoy 

Web: Internet research about pre and post-revolutionary Russia, Nineteenth Century Russian ballet and music, and the Bolsheviks.  
Possible inquiry based project.  

• The Guardian Books Blog: “Russians—the World’s Hardest Writers”: 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/books/booksblog/2010/feb/09/russians-world-s-hardest-writers 

Northwestern: Russian Lit Live: http://www.northwestern.edu/magazine/summer2011/feature/russian-lit--live.htmlVideo/CD 
 
  
 
INSTRUCTIONAL METHOD 
 

• Lecture. Oral readings. Class discussion. Set up a debate or mock trial. (You must use characters taken from the studied 
literature.) Journal responses using essential and extended questions as prompt. 

TECH INFUSION 
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• Technology has been infused throughout the curriculum unit.  This unit includes a variety of Web resources to be used by 
students and instructors throughout the study. Smartboard technology will be used for display and active demonstration of 
content and student learning.  Workspaces are actively used as discussion areas, avenues of communication, and resource 
repositories.  Student outcomes and demonstrations of learning will often require sophisticated use of media technologies. 

 
COMMON CORE STATE STANDARDS 
 
 
 
ETHICAL DECISION MAKING:   

• What is a just punishment?  Can there be justice without punishment of  a criminal?  
• Why do people commit crimes and should this impact punishment?   
• Was Anna Karenina treated justly? (Explain) 

 
21ST CENTURY SKILLS: 

• Creativity and Innovation: Students will develop, implement and communicate new ideas to others effectively.  Students will 
be open and responsive to new and diverse perspectives; incorporate group input and feedback into the work; demonstrate 
originality and inventiveness in work and understand the real world limits to adopting new ideas 

• Critical Thinking and Problem Solving:  Students will use reasoning to develop and support arguments.  Students will consider 
and evaluate alternative points of view.  Students will interpret information (written and verbal). 

• Communication and Collaboration:  Students will work together to communication ideas effectively and listen to the ideas and 
opinions of others.   Students will communication (verbally and in writing) for a variety of purposes. 

• ICT Skills:  Students will access and evaluate a variety of media and critically consider message, medium, and purpose. 
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
UNIT V: SHAKESPEARE’S HAMLET: DREAMER, SCHOLAR, OR SOLDIER? 
 
CORE TEXT: 

• Hamlet, Shakespeare 
 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS:   
• How does each choice one makes, whether trivial or critical, create the person one becomes, alter one’s life, and add meaning 

to one’s life?  
• Why must one not separate choice, consequence, and responsibility? 
• Is Claudius a good king, but a bad man?  Is Brutus a man of integrity? 



 16 

• What is the price of revenge? 
• What qualities-physical and psychological- must Hamlet overcome? 
• Is there a flaw in the main character that causes a catastrophe?  

 
 
OBJECTIVES:  STUDENTS WILL BE ABLE TO:  

• Identify major characters in the story and explain how their interaction causes the plot to develop;  
• Identify key Biblical and mythological allusions and explain why Shakespeare enriches the tale by using them;  
• Describe the various settings of the story and explain why each setting allows for the action to continue and the theme to be 

developed;  
• Describe the relationship between Hamlet and his mother and why it influences his behavior.  
• Discuss the relevance of insanity/madness in characters from Hamlet.  Note how each character was treated by others/society.  
• Explain how the mood and tone of the story are developed immediately in the play and both continue throughout the entire 

work;  
• Explain why Shakespeare includes the humorous “Grave Digger” scene immediately before Hamlet discovers Ophelia is dead  
• Identify irony and explain how Shakespeare uses irony to heighten the drama throughout the play;  
• Identify prose passages and poetic passages and explain why Shakespeare chooses to vary the style. 
• Identify rhymed couplets and explain how they are used for cues for the actors or to signify a scene change 
• Identify dreams, illusions, ghosts, and apparitions and explain the significance of all of these in context of the story and human 

nature 
• Identify and explain the differences between an aside, monologue, and a soliloquy, internal stage direction and its importance 

in understanding action and moving the play from a text to the stage; Recite a soliloquy from memory and include a written 
“translation” in contemporary English. 

 
 
TOPIC/CONTENT SKILLS: 

• Reading Literature: RL.11-12.1-10 
• Reading Informational Text: RI.11-12.1-6, 10 
• Writing: W.11-12.1-10 
• Speaking and Listening: SP.11-12.1-6 
• Language: L.11-12.1-6 

 
 
ASSESSMENT:  

• Teacher generated tests and quizzes. Homework. In-class and take home essays. Journal responses. Oral presentations that may 
include, but not be limited to, classroom debates. 
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Sample Assessments and Activities: 
Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop and relate elements of a story or drama (e.g., where a 
story is set, how the action is ordered, how the characters are introduced and developed). RL.11-12.3. 
 
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including figurative and connotative meanings; 
analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including words with multiple meanings or language that is 
particularly fresh, engaging, or beautiful. RL.11-12.4. 
 
Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text in which the rhetoric is particularly effective, analyzing how style and 
content contribute to the power, persuasiveness or beauty of the text. RI.11-12.6. 
 
Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, assessing the stance, premises, links among 
ideas, word choice, points of emphasis, and tone used. SL.11-12.3. 

 
 
RESOURCES AND ADDITIONAL TEXTS: 

 
• Julius Caesar, Shakespeare 

DVD/Film  
• Hamlet, (Kenneth Branaugh) 
• Hamlet, (Mel Gibson) 
• Hamlet, (Laurence Olivier) 

Web: 
• Shakespeare Resource Center: http://www.bardweb.net/man.html 
• Hamlet: The Play by Shakespeare: www.william-shakespeare.info/shakespeare-play-hamlet.htm 
• Hamlet Navigator: Hamlet’s Puns and Paradoxes: http://www.shakespeare-navigators.com/hamlet/Pap.html 
• Literary Resources: Renaissance (Rutgers) http://andromeda.rutgers.edu/~jlynch/Lit/ren.html 

 
 
INSTRUCTIONAL METHOD 
 

• Lecture. Oral readings and role-playing. Class discussion.  Audio and video of play.  
 
TECH INFUSION 
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• Technology has been infused throughout the curriculum unit.  This unit includes a variety of Web resources to be used by 
students and instructors throughout the study. Smartboard technology will be used for display and active demonstration of 
content and student learning.  Workspaces are actively used as discussion areas, avenues of communication, and resource 
repositories.  Student outcomes and demonstrations of learning will often require sophisticated use of media technologies. 

 
COMMON CORE STATE STANDARDS 
 

 
ETHICAL DECISION MAKING / CHARACTER EDUCATION:   

• Defend Hamlet’s hesitation and procrastination in vindicating his father’s murder.  
• Although Hamlet ultimately rejects it at the end of the play, suicide is an ever-present solution to the problems in the drama. 

And in Julius Caesar, suicide is seen as the “honorable” thing. Discuss the play's suggestion of suicide and imagery of death.  
(Relate to Dante’s position...) 

 
 
21ST CENTURY SKILLS: 

• Creativity and Innovation: Students will develop, implement and communicate new ideas to others effectively.  Students will 
be open and responsive to new and diverse perspectives; incorporate group input and feedback into the work; demonstrate 
originality and inventiveness in work and understand the real world limits to adopting new ideas 

• Critical Thinking and Problem Solving:  Students will use reasoning to develop and support arguments.  Students will consider 
and evaluate alternative points of view.  Students will interpret information (written and verbal). 

• Communication and Collaboration:  Students will work together to communication ideas effectively and listen to the ideas and 
opinions of others.   Students will communication (verbally and in writing) for a variety of purposes. 

• ICT Skills:  Students will access and evaluate a variety of media and critically consider message, medium, and purpose. 
 
 
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
UNIT VI:  Literature Circles-To get to the books seniors always wanted to read...  
(As the Honors curriculum contains more core works, time may not allow for Literature Circles.  However, if possible, students may 
choose from the list below, or explore other titles represented in the Western Canon.) 
 
 
TEXTS: 

• Beloved-Morrison 
• Angela’s Ashes-McCourt 
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• Catch-22-Heller 
• Crime and Punishment-Dostoevsky 

 
    
OBJECTIVES:  STUDENTS WILL BE ABLE TO: 

• Read critically, ask pertinent questions about what they read, recognize assumptions and implications, and evaluate ideas.  
• Read a literary text analytically, seeing relationships between form and content. Draw conclusions about themes of a work, 

appraising them and speculating independently on related ideas.(You may wish to allow students to compare the recent work 
to any studied in high school.)  

• Recognize the main ideas and purposes and explain inferences about an author’s intentions.  
• Describe how language contributes both literally and figuratively to the meaning of the work.  
• Evaluate the value and validity of a writer’s message in relation to its historical, social, or cultural context.(If applicable.)  
• Value literature as an imaginative representation of truth as reality.  
• Apply the process, in writing and speech, by which a generalization may be made only when it is supported by specifics. 

(Notice the speech patterns of the Greek citizens-are notable differences within the classes apparent?)  
• Demonstrate vocabulary development by incorporating new vocabulary in writing and speech. (including foreign words)  
• Exercise the art of writing logically and coherently through journal responses to excerpts from the literature. 
• Demonstrate a solid command of grammar, mechanics, and usage in all written work. Use phrases, clauses, and sentence 

combining techniques to vary constructions effectively in written assignments. (Essays and short response tests). 
• Use correct parenthetical documentation, and correct form for paraphrases and direct quotations.  

 
TOPIC/CONTENT SKILLS: 

• Reading Literature: RL.11-12.1-10 
• Reading Informational Text: RI.11-12.1-6, 10 
• Writing: W.11-12.1-10 
• Speaking and Listening: SP.11-12.1-6 
• Language: L.11-12.1-6 

 
 
ASSESSMENT:    

• Inquiry Based Project or Presentation by group. Take home essays and in-class essays. 
 

Sample Assessments and Activities: 
 
Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze their development over the course of the text, including how 
they interact and build on one another to produce a complex account; provide an objective summary of the text. RL.11-12.2. 
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Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text in which the rhetoric is particularly effective, analyzing how style and 
content contribute to the power, persuasiveness or beauty of the text. RI.11-12.6. 
 
Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the 
text, including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain. RI.11-12.1. 
 
Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop and relate elements of a story or drama (e.g., where a story is 
set, how the action is ordered, how the characters are introduced and developed RL.11-12.3. 
 
Analyze multiple interpretations of a story, drama, or poem (e.g., recorded or live production of a play or recorded novel or 
poetry), evaluating how each version interprets the source text. RL.11-12.7. 
 
Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question) or solve a 
problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating 
understanding of the subject under investigation. W.11-12.7. 
 
Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and information clearly and accurately 
through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content. W.11-12.2. 
 
Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a 
day or two) for a range of tasks and purposes W.11-12.10. 
Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. W.11-12.9. 

 
 
RESOURCES AND ADDITIONAL TEXTS: 
Web: 

• “Literature Circles for High School Reluctant Readers.” Rita McLary. http://www2.scholastic.com/browse/unitplan.jsp?id=157 

• “Classroom Literature Circles Expand Thought.” Alexandra R. Moses. http://www.edutopia.org/literature-circles 
INSTRUCTIONAL METHOD 
 

• Lecture. Oral readings. Class discussion (small and large group led by student facilitators.) 
 
TECH INFUSION 

• Technology has been infused throughout the curriculum unit.  This unit includes a variety of Web resources to be used by 
students and instructors throughout the study. Smartboard technology will be used for display and active demonstration of 
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content and student learning.  Workspaces are actively used as discussion areas, avenues of communication, and resource 
repositories.  Student outcomes and demonstrations of learning will often require sophisticated use of media technologies. 

 
COMMON CORE STATE STANDARDS 
 
 
 
21ST CENTURY SKILLS: 

• Creativity and Innovation: Students will develop, implement and communicate new ideas to others effectively.  Students will 
be open and responsive to new and diverse perspectives; incorporate group input and feedback into the work; demonstrate 
originality and inventiveness in work and understand the real world limits to adopting new ideas 

• Critical Thinking and Problem Solving:  Students will use reasoning to develop and support arguments.  Students will consider 
and evaluate alternative points of view.  Students will interpret information (written and verbal). 

• Communication and Collaboration:  Students will work together to communication ideas effectively and listen to the ideas and 
opinions of others.   Students will communication (verbally and in writing) for a variety of purposes. 

• ICT Skills:  Students will access and evaluate a variety of media and critically consider message, medium, and purpose. 
   
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
NOTE: The following do not represent additional units.  Rather, they identify and address skills which are infused throughout the 
curriculum.  By noting them here, the intent is simply to add emphasis to the importance of these skills as essential elements of Language 
Arts.  
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
WRITING SKILLS, GRAMMAR AND VOCABULARY  
 
ESSENTIAL QUESTION:  
What are the types of writing and how does the writing process facilitate coherent final products?  
 
OBJECTIVES:  STUDENTS WILL BE ABLE TO:  
 

• Write a literary research paper that includes synthesizing and citing data;  
• Have a personal commitment to their writing through journal writing and composing essays related to their own lives;  
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• Write poems, short stories, and a variety of essays;  
• Develop a variety of essays including persuasive, expository, creative, and informative,  
• Understand the writing process from initial prewriting skills, drafts, evaluating the draft, proofing and rewriting, and writing the final 

paper;  
• Use the format of the Modern Language Association for all written assignments and introduce the American Psychological Association 

format.  
 
TOPIC/CONTENT SKILLS: 

• Reading Literature: RL.11-12.1-10 
• Reading Informational Text: RI.11-12.1-6, 10 
• Writing: W.11-12.1-10 
• Speaking and Listening: SP.11-12.1-6 
• Language: L.11-12.1-6 

 
  
ASSESSMENT:  

• Short response, journal responses, and in-class and take home essays writing.  
 

Sample Assessments and Activities: 
 
Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced searches effectively; assess the strengths 
and limitations of each source in terms of the task, purpose, and audience; integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the 
flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and over-reliance on any one source and following a standard format for citation. W.11-12.8. 
 
Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 
W.11-12.1.  
 
Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the 
effective selection, organization, and analysis of content. W.11-12.2.  
 
Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured 
event sequences W.11-12.3. 
 
Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience W.11-
12.4. 
 
Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what 
is most significant for a specific purpose and audience. W.11-12.5. 
 
Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. W.11-12.9. 
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RESOURCES: 
Web 

• APA Style: Learning APA Style: http://www.apastyle.org/learn/index.aspx 
• Purdue University Online Writing Lab (with links to both APA and MLA Style Resources): http://owl.english.purdue.edu/ 
• Databases from the MLHS Media Center (EBSCO, LRC, Blooms Literary Resource…) 

 
21ST CENTURY SKILLS: 

• Creativity and Innovation: Students will develop, implement and communicate new ideas to others effectively.  Students will be open and 
responsive to new and diverse perspectives; incorporate group input and feedback into the work; demonstrate originality and inventiveness 
in work and understand the real world limits to adopting new ideas 

• Critical Thinking and Problem Solving:  Students will use reasoning to develop and support arguments.  Students will consider and 
evaluate alternative points of view.  Students will interpret information (written and verbal). 

• Communication and Collaboration:  Students will work together to communication ideas effectively and listen to the ideas and opinions of 
others.   Students will communication (verbally and in writing) for a variety of purposes. 

• ICT Skills:  Students will access and evaluate a variety of media and critically consider message, medium, and purpose. 
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
LISTENING AND SPEAKING SKILLS 
 
ESSENTIAL QUESTION:   

• What are the elements of successful oral communication?  
 
OBJECTIVES:  STUDENTS WILL BE ABLE TO: 

• Identify the elements of debate 
• Prepare for and participate in structured debates, panel discussions, and/or an extemporaneous speech 
• Demonstrate interview skills in real-life situations such as a college interview;  
• Participate in discussions 
• Present research 
• Demonstrate a comprehension and appreciation of, and appropriate listener response to, ideas in a persuasive speech, oral interpretation of 

a literary selection, interviews in a variety of real life situations, and educational and scientific presentations.  
 
 
TOPIC/CONTENT SKILLS: 

• Reading Literature: RL.11-12.1-10 
• Reading Informational Text: RI.11-12.1-6, 10 
• Writing: W.11-12.1-10 
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• Speaking and Listening: SP.11-12.1-6 
• Language: L.11-12.1-6 

 
ASSESSMENTS 

• Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, assessing the stance, premises, links among ideas, word 
choice, points of emphasis, and tone used. SL.11-12.3. 

 
• Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) in order to make 

informed decisions and solve problems, evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each source and noting any discrepancies among the 
data. SL.11-12.2. 

 
• Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating a command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. SL.11-12.6. 

 
• Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on 

grades 11–12 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. SL.11-12.1. 
 

• Present information, findings, and supporting evidence, conveying a clear and distinct perspective, such that listeners can follow the line 
of reasoning, alternative or opposing perspectives are addressed, and the organization, development, substance, and style are appropriate 
to purpose, audience, and a range of formal and informal tasks. SL.11-12.4. 

 
• Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating a command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. SL.11-12.6. 

 
 
21ST CENTURY SKILLS: 

• Creativity and Innovation: Students will develop, implement and communicate new ideas to others effectively.  Students will be open and 
responsive to new and diverse perspectives; incorporate group input and feedback into the work; demonstrate originality and inventiveness 
in work and understand the real world limits to adopting new ideas 

• Critical Thinking and Problem Solving:  Students will use reasoning to develop and support arguments.  Students will consider and 
evaluate alternative points of view.  Students will interpret information (written and verbal). 

• Communication and Collaboration:  Students will work together to communication ideas effectively and listen to the ideas and opinions of 
others.   Students will communication (verbally and in writing) for a variety of purposes. 

• ICT Skills:  Students will access and evaluate a variety of media and critically consider message, medium, and purpose. 
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
Examples of types of Differentiated Learning Activities for students in the College Preparatory class. 

 
• Research the music and dance of the time period of a selected work and present the information to the class.  It may be live or videotaped. 
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• Thespians, poets, and musicians- come out of hiding-present your talent, live, in front of the class.  Your screenplay, poem, or score must 
relate to a studied work.   

• Set up a debate or mock trial. You must use characters taken from the studied literature. 
• After reading the war poetry of World War I and II, interview a war veteran from the community.  You may write your own poems. 
• Using another media of their choice such as art, dance, 3-dimensional artwork, movie making, slide shows, etc. students will devise, plan, 

and create a presentation for the class based upon a particular unit. For example, after reading The Inferno, a student creates a 3-
dimensional design of the circles of hell and presents the vivid imagery. 

• One or more students may create a board game related to a specific reading or period form the course.   
• Create a slide show with various images suggesting key moments in a work studied.  The creator would ask his or her classmates to 

suggest the specific reference point from the work discussed. 
• Research the topic of banned books and explain why many read in class have been censored at one time or another. 
• Computer buffs-program a game, use Flash, or present a powerful PPT to the class showcasing your skills and knowledge. 

 
 
 
 
 


